
2-5-11 Bush Cancels Geneva Trip in Advance of Torture Suit

  

5 February 2011, Geneva – Just days before George W. Bush’s scheduled arrival to Geneva,
the former United States President decided to cancel his trip. The New York-based 
Center for Constitutional Rights (CCR)
sent the following statement:

  

“CCR, with the Berlin-based European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR)
and Paris-based International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), have spent weeks
preparing a 2,500 page torture case against Bush that would have been filed on Monday,
February 7 – the anniversary of the day, nine years ago, when Bush decided the Geneva
Conventions didn’t apply to ‘enemy combatants.’ Bush was due to be in Geneva on the 12th,
and his presence on Swiss territory is required for the prosecutor to take action.

  

"The complaint, brought under the Convention Against Torture with the support of 50 NGOs,
two former UN Special Rapporteurs on Torture and two Nobel Prize winners, was on behalf of
two torture victims, one who is still at Guantánamo.

  

"Whatever Bush or his hosts say, we have no doubt he cancelled his trip to avoid our case. The
message from civil society is clear – If you’re a torturer, be careful in your travel plans. It’s a
slow process for accountability, but we keep going.”

  

The Bush Indictment will be released at a press conference on Monday, 7 February 2011
at 2:00 p.m. at the Swiss Press Club, Route de Ferney 106

  

The Center for Constitutional Rights, in addition to filing the first cases representing men
detained at Guantánamo, has filed universal jurisdiction cases seeking accountability for torture
by Bush administration officials in Germany and France and submitted expert opinions and
other documentation to ongoing cases in Spain in collaboration with ECCHR. The Center for
Constitutional Rights is dedicated to advancing and protecting the rights guaranteed by the
United States Constitution and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Founded in 1966 by
attorneys who represented civil rights movements in the South, CCR is a non-profit legal and
educational organization committed to the creative use of law as a positive force for social
change. Visit www.ccrjustice.org . @theCCR
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http://www.ccrjustice.org/
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The European Center for Constitutional and Human Rights (ECCHR) is an independent,
non-profit legal organization that enforces human rights by holding state and non-state actors to
account for egregious abuses through innovative strategic litigation.  For more information visit 
www.ecchr.eu

  

The International Federation of Human Rights (FIDH) is a non-governmental federation for 164
human rights organizations. FIDH’s core mandate is to promote respect for all the rights set out
in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Its priority
areas include protecting human rights defenders and fighting impunity. For more information on
FIDH, see www.fidh.org .
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