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France is being taken to the International Criminal Court for nuclear weapons tests in
French Polynesia. France has long denied responsibility for the impacts of the tests and
only recently began compensating civilians.

  

  

France is being taken to the International Criminal Court (ICC) for carrying out nuclear weapons
tests in French Polynesia, a Polynesian opposition leader announced on Tuesday.

  

Oscar Temaru, the archipelago's former president and current leader of the Tavini Huiraatira
Party, announced the move during a United Nations committee dealing with decolonization.

  

Temaru accused France of "crimes against humanity" and said that he hopes to hold French
presidents accountable for the nuclear tests with the ICC complaint.
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"We owe it to all the people who died from the consequences of nuclear colonialism," he told
the UN committee.

  

Maxime Chan from Te Ora Naho, an association for the protection of the environment in French
Polynesia, told the UN that there had been 368 instances of radioactive fallout from the tests
and that radioactive waste had also been discharged into the ocean — violating international
rules.

  

Three decades of nuclear tests

  

The French territory, currently home to 290,000 people, is best known for the popular tourist
island of Tahiti, but its atolls of Mururoa and Fangataufa were used for decades for nuclear
tests.

  

  

France carried out almost 200 nuclear tests in the South Pacific, including on the island of
Mururoa
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France carried out 193 nuclear weapons tests on islands in the archipelago between 1960 and
1996 until French President Jacques Chirac halted the program.

  

Around 150,000 military and civilian personnel were involved in France's nuclear tests, with
thousands of them later developing serious health problems.

  

France has long denied responsibility for the detrimental health and environmental impacts of
the tests, fearing that it would weaken the country's nuclear program during the Cold War.

  

In 2010,  France passed a law  allowing military veterans and civilians to be compensated if
their cancer could be attributed to the nuclear tests.

  

Out of approximately 1,000 people who have filed complaints against France, only 20 have
been compensated.
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