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Since September 2001, the Pentagon has listed $40 billion worth of contracts for small arms
intended for Afghanistan and Iraq, supplying 1.45 million guns to both countries while only
accounting for 3 percent of them, says a new report by a British NGO.

The London-based nonprofit Action on Armed Violence (AOAV) pored over 14 years’ worth of
contracts issued by the US Department of Defense, documenting the purchases of small arms
— defined as anything under 30mm in caliber — ammunition and attachments, such as sniper
scopes or tripods. They found a massive amount of weapons supplied by the US to the
primary theaters of the “War on Terror,” and remarkably little accounting of whose hands they
ended up in.
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“Our findings raise concerns about the DOD’s own transparency and accountability when it
comes to issuing contracts,” lain Overton, AOAV'’s director of investigations, said when announ
cing

the report’s publication Wednesday.

Not only has the Pentagon’s contract database listed only 3 percent of the approximately 1.45
million small arms sent to Iraq and Afghanistan over the years, “we also know the US
government has acknowledged they don’t know where many of these weapons now are,”
Overton added.
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