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Is it because, as we’re told, he’s a brutal dictator? But how can that be the reason for the
hatred? It would be difficult indeed to name a brutal dictatorship of the second half of the 20th
Century or of the 21st century that was not supported by the United States; not only supported,
but often put into power and kept in power against the wishes of the population; at present the
list would include Saudi Arabia, Honduras, Indonesia, Egypt, Colombia, Qatar, and Israel.

The United States, | suggest, is hostile to the Syrian government for the same reason it has
been hostile to Cuba for more than half a century; and hostile to Venezuela for the past 15
years; and earlier to Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia; and to Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and
Chile; and so on continuing through the world atlas and history books.

What these governments have had in common can be summarized in a single word —
independence ... independence from American foreign policy; the refusal to be a client state of
Washington; the refusal to be continuously hostile to Washington’s Officially Designated
Enemies; insufficient respect and zeal for the capitalist way of life.
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