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Médecins Sans Frontières President Joanne Liu checks a baby in an MSF mobile clinic in
Yemen. , Malak Shaher/MSF ,

  

Doctors Without Borders/Médecins Sans Frontières  (MSF) is warning that the violence in
Yemen “has radically increased” since March, with the humanitarian group seeing mass
casualties from bombings and thousands of severely injured.

  

“Especially in Aden, the situation has been extremely difficult, where the population feels it’s
almost impossible to go out of their houses,” said Teresa Sancristóval, the head of MSF’s
emergency unit, who recently returned from the country.

  

“Snipers are shooting from the roofs of the hospitals. Ambulances are unable to cross front
lines. Some days ago, 250 people were injured in Aden by a land attack and 80 people were
injured in Sana’a through bombing.”

  

She noted that, “The impact of this conflict is much wider than only the bombing or the shooting.
The situation is growing worse every week. The blockade is having an enormous impact on the
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population and you can see it on different levels. Yemen is predicted to be the first country in
the world to have a capital without water, and water scarcity has an enormous impact.”

  

Sancristóval said that the price of water has doubled since the last month, and many families
already spent one-third of their incomes on water.

  

Lack of sanitation services are also causing outbreaks of disease, with the charity Mercy Corps
reporting 8,000 cases of dengue fever in Aden, as well as cases of typhoid and malaria.

  

Since the U.S.-backed Saudi-led coalition launched an aerial offensive against Shia Houthi
rebels five months ago, some 4,000 people – at least half of them civilians – have been killed,
19,000 injured and 1.3 million displaced.

  

Nearly 13 million, of the population of 24.4 million, lack basic food items and 850,000 children
face acute malnutrition.

  

“Aden has been devastated by over three months of intense violence and conflict,” U.N.
Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen
O’Brien told reporters Wednesday.

  

“Hostilities on the ground, indiscriminate shelling of neighbourhoods and airstrikes have
destroyed critical civilian infrastructure, including schools, hospitals and water treatment plants.
Even a kindergarten was attacked, killing eleven people.”

  

Thus far, he said, over 200,000 people in Aden have been forced to flee from their homes in
search of safety and basic services. Over 800,000 people in Aden – the total population of the
Governorate – are in need of some form of humanitarian assistance like health services, water
and sanitation, food or emergency shelter.

  

The armed conflict, which started earlier this year, is between two factions claiming to constitute
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the Yemeni government, along with their supporters and allies. Southern separatists and forces
loyal to the government of Abd Rabbuh Mansur Hadi, based in Aden, have clashed with Houthi
forces and forces loyal to the former president Ali Abdullah Saleh.

  

From April to July, almost seven million people received some form of assistance, O’Brien said.

  

However, he said the scaling up of assistance and the full-fledged return of U.N. staff to the
capital has been hampered by the destruction and looting of the U.N. premises and assets.

  

“We cannot assist the people in Aden if we do not have offices, vehicles and the knowledge that
our staff can work in safety and security,” O’Brien said, calling on the government to help
retrieve all assets that are not destroyed.

  

He added that the overall aid effort in Yemen is also suffering from a lack of funding.

  

“Donors have not responded with the funding that is needed to cover the enormous
humanitarian needs in the country. The Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan put forward by the
humanitarian community is calling for 1.6 billion dollars. We have only received 18 per cent or
282 million dollars.”
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