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The Bush administration’s controversial policies on detentions, interrogations and warrantless
wiretapping were underpinned by legal memoranda. While some of those memos have been
released (primarily as a result of ACLU lawsuits ), the former administration kept far more
memos secret than has been previously understood

. At least three dozen by our count.

The decision to release them now lies with President Obama . To help inform the debate—and
inject an extra dose of accountability—we’re posting the

first comprehensive list of the secret memos

. (The ACLU first compiled a list, which ProPublica verified and expanded on.)

Note: Our list is quite inclusive, but we have chosen to leave off some documents, such as early
drafts of later memos.

Click on the headline of each entry to see more information. Or mouse over the timeline and
click on a box to jump to the corresponding entry. We'll update the list if and when more memos
are released.

Read about the authors behind the memos.
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9/25/01 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant AttornByeGideeta, OLC
authority to use military force abroad and in U.S.
Made public by the Department of Justice

9/25/01 Deputy Assistant AttorneyPepuigrdls$di@nt AttorneydaederglieL C
scope of electronic surveillance
Made public by the Department of Justice on March 2, 2009

10/04/01 Deputy Assistant Attornelydgehstahdatds for intelligence methods This mem
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 22)

10/23/01 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attornelf éhemtbx) £DiuGty , Sp
Fourth Amendment doesn't apply to military operations abroad or in U.S.
Made public by the Department of Justice on March 2, 2009

11/02/01 Deputy Assistant Attornelyggeliigral, €db@nunications intelligence
program This memo is a responseéltovspedifioneque

Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 22)

11/05/01 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant AttornBe Sy &b rodyC
General's authority to approve warrantless wiretapping
Made public by the Department of Justice

11/06/01 Patrick F. Philbin , Deputy Assistant AttornégeGenesider@sC
authority to create war crimes tribunals
Made public by the Department of Justice.

11/20/01 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attornelf éhemebz) DGty , Sp
Laws and treaties regarding treatment of prisoners
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 180)

12/21/01 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attorn€yiGieé el afole€
against American terrorists
Cited in the Interrogation Memo (p. 23)

1/9/02 Deputy Assistant Attornel€zerlecaiz €08 of warrantless wiretapping
program This memo contains a ldgaiwewecknbow the

Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 9)

1/11/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney GenévdimiDis@ation's
power to interpret international law
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Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 178)

1/14/02 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant AttorndjoBGerieral €Mitiinty
The War Crimes Act's application to American interrogators
Subject of request by House Judiciary Committee
cited in the Interrogation Memo (p. 34)
Link to this entry

1/22/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney GenatahfOCCY oo
RE: Application of Treaties and Laws to al Qaeda and Taliban Detainees

Made public
Link to this entry

1/24/02 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant AttorngySGebbgaltiéisC
under international law
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 177)
Link to this entry

1/24/02 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attorn@piaerseial, OLC
interpreting the Geneva Conventions
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 177)
Link to this entry

1/26/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney Gen&ptjdDksGor
interpreting the Geneva Conventions
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 145)
Link to this entry

2/1/02 James C. Ho , Attorney-Advisor, OLC The Geneva
Convention and terrorist groups
Subject of subpoena by Sen. Leahy
cited in the Interrogation Memo (p. 49)
Link to this entry

2/7/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney Gené&@WOii@tus for

, Sp

, De

Thi

Taliban fighters This memo

Made public by the Senate Judiciary Committee

2/7/02 George W. Bush , President Humane
Treatment of al Qaeda and Taliban Detainees
Made public by the White House

3/7


http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
#
http://www.fas.org/sgp/congress/2008/hjc042908.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Interrogation_Memo_Part_1.pdf%20
?memo=6
#
http://fl1.findlaw.com/news.findlaw.com/hdocs/docs/doj/bybee12202mem.pdf
?memo=32
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
?memo=46
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
?memo=45
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
?memo=41
#
#
http://leahy.senate.gov/press/200810/102108a.html
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Interrogation_Memo_Part_2.pdf
?memo=7
#
#
http://judiciary.senate.gov/resources/documents/upload/121208OLCDoc-TalibanForces.pdf
#
#
http://www.pegc.us/archive/White_House/bush_memo_20020207_ed.pdf

The Missing Memos

3/5/02 Joan L Larsen , Deputy Assistant Attorn&yr&orgral, acb
Habeas corpus relief for detainees
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 174)

3/13/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney Genétgl, OleC
President's Power as Commander in Chief to Transfer Captured Terrorists to the Control and
Custody of Foreign Nations
Made public by the Department of Justice on March 2, 2009

4/8/02 Patrick F. Philbin , Deputy Assistant AttorngliGGeneral, OLC
commissions not covered by Swift Justice law
Made public by the Department of Justice on March 2, 2009

6/13/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney Gendrad, &likbrity to
board foreign ships at sea
Subject of request by House Judiciary Committee
cited in the Interrogation Memo (p. 5)

6/27/02 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant AttornByeGideeta, OLC
authority to detain U.S. citizens
Made public by the Department of Justice on March 2, 2009

7/22/02 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attorn€p&reméical, OLC
Against Torture has limited application in the U.S.
Subiject of request by House Judiciary Committee

8/1/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney Gené&rate®hiGes
whether a specific interrogation was torture
A heavily redacted version of the memo was made public by the ACLU, but it's substance
remains secret

8/1/02 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attornégrceaesa, 162l C
prosecuted only if there was 'specific intent' to harm
Made public

8/1/02 Jay S. Bybee , Assistant Attorney Genétatjg@ih€s torture This men
Made public by the Washington Post

10/11/02 Deputy Assistant Attornelydgeliigral, €db@nunications intelligence
activities This is one of several métoasvezatiogvwith

Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 22)

2/7/03 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant AttornBg<pemnsatpOLC
American Bar Association's criticism of detention policy
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Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 146)

2/25/03 Deputy Assistant Attornelydgehesals OLiGtelligence collected This memo add
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 21)

3/14/03 John C. Yoo , Deputy Assistant Attorn€piidgingrah OLC
doesn't apply at Gitmo and other offshore prisons
Made public by the ACLU

6/1/03 The White House Approval of CIA interrogation techniques A brief me
Reported in the Washington Post

9/8/03 Sheldon Bradshaw , Deputy Assistant Attornegdakeadvate@inC
draft legislation This memo
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 170)

11/18/03 Jack L. Goldsmith, Il , Assistant Attorney Gengirdbértt Oelahunty , Sp
Interpretation of the Geneva Convention
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 169)

3/11/04 Jack L. Goldsmith, Il , Assistant Attorney Genéette©bl classified
intelligence activities This le
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.

18, 2007 (p. 7)

3/12/04 Jack L. Goldsmith, Il , Assistant Attorney GenédainOlod
classified intelligence activities
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 7)

3/15/04 Jack L. Goldsmith, Il , Assistant Attorney Gen&redft@Oh€ino on
classified intelligence activities
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 6)

3/16/04 James B. Comey , Acting Attorney GeneralLegal guidance on
classified intelligence activities
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 6)

3/18/04 Jack L. Goldsmith, Il , Assistant Attorney Genérate@ligihs to
Geneva Convention for detainees in Irag

5/7


http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
#
#
http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/safefree/yoo_army_torture_memo.pdf
#
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2008/10/14/AR2008101403331.html
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_%20Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_%20Vaughn.pdf
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_2_Vaughn.pdf
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
#
#
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
http://s3.amazonaws.com/propublica/assets/missing_memos/Bradbury_1.pdf
#
#

The Missing Memos

Made public by the Department of Justice

3/19/04 Jack L. Goldsmith, Il , Assistant Attorney GenéeaOle@dition of
Protected Persons in Iraq T
Made public by the Washington Post

3/30/04 James B. Comey , Deputy Attorney Gener&riefing to
Ashcroft on the warrantless wiretapping program
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 30)

5/18/04 Rene L. Lerner , Deputy Assistant AttornéydGem&itdsOLC
Legal advice on McCain anti-torture legislation
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 185)

7/?/2004 White House Approval of CIA interrogation techniques This mem
Made public by the Washington Post

7/16/04 Assistant Attorney Genetde@bGvaluating a Supreme Court
decision This memo evaluates thelaowpheakioow of a
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 22)

8/9/04 Daniel Levin , Acting Assistant Attorndyréfénszalp@IinC
classified intelligence activities
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. DOJ, Oct.
18, 2007 (p. 5)

12/06/04 Daniel Levin , Acting Assistant AttorndyeGainsyah<eL{or
review of prisoners' status
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 183)

12/30/04 Daniel Levin , Acting Assistant AttornddBehaick, @khCw
definition of torture This me
Made public by the Department of Justice

2/4/05 Daniel Levin , Acting Assistant Attornéyd@iereral 2OLC
previous opinion concerning interrogation
Declaration of Deputy Assistant Attorney General Steven Bradbury in ACLU, et. al v. Dept. of
Defense, June 7, 2007 (p. 191)

5/10/05 Steven G. Bradbury , Principal Deputy Assist@mphtieeihey Géneral, OLC
interrogation techniques TF
Memorandum of U.S. Attorney Michael J. Garcia in ACLU, et al. v. DOJ, 11/05/2007
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5/10/05 Steven G. Bradbury , Principal Deputy Assist@mpphtieeihey Géneral, OLC
interrogation techniques TF
Memorandum of U.S. Attorney Michael J. Garcia in ACLU, et al. v. DOJ, 11/05/2007

5/30/05 Steven G. Bradbury , Principal Deputy AssistardgtAtiommayoGenatral, OLC
all ClA interrogations were legal
Memorandum of U.S. Attorney Michael J. Garcia in ACLU, et al. v. DOJ, 11/05/2007
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