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Exclusive: The U.S. media and public are being riled up again with a new set of allegations
against Iran, this time for a bizarre assassination plot aimed at the Saudi ambassador in
Washington. But former CIA analyst Ray McGovern wonders if this is propaganda from David
Petraeus’s CIA.

Washington Post columnist David Ignatius, in his accustomed role as unofficial surrogate CIA
spokesman, has thrown light on how the CIA under its new director, David Petraeus, helped
craft the screenplay for this week’s White House spy feature: the
Iranian-American-used-car-salesman-Mexican-drug-cartel plot to assassinate the Saudi
ambassador to the U.S.

In Thursday’s column, Ignatius notes that, initially, White House and Justice Department
officials found the story “implausible.” It was. But the Petraeus team soon leapt to the rescue,
reflecting the four-star-general-turned-intelligence-chief’s deep-seated animus toward Iran.
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